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ABSTRACT:

There is growing concern across democracies that partisans are increasingly willing to
support violence to resolve political disputes. But, evidence for these claims come from surveys
that are often plagued by bias from disengaged respondents, who cause overestimates of the
share of individuals who hold low-prevalence attitudes, like support for violence. Researchers
commonly use attention checks to address this bias, but discarding those who fail checks also
risks bias and changes the population studied. In this paper we introduce partial- and point-
identified estimators that use attention checks to obtain credible estimates of population-level
attitudes from surveys comprised of engaged and disengaged respondents. Using transparent
assumptions about the quality of the attention checks we obtain sharp bounds on the proportion
of respondents who hold a particular attitude. We also provide point-identified estimators that
adjust for differences in measured covariates between engaged and disengaged respondents. To
perform this adjustment we provide estimation strategies to flexibly adjust for covariates,
including a modification to double machine learning. Using our estimators we find that survey
estimates overstate support for political violence. Addressing disengagement bias shows that
some respondents still hold concerning views, but at much lower rates than previously
reported.
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