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“Fishy smells, sticky luck, and balanced minds: Embodiment in
judgment and decision making”

Would it make a difference if you moved your hands with the palms facing up vs. the palms
facing down while contemplating a choice? Would incidental exposure to a faint fishy smell
influence your behavior in a trust game? Would you be less bothered by a poor romantic
experience if you wiped your hands with an antiseptic wipe? Would that wipe eliminate the
impact of a previous winning or losing streak on your later risk taking behavior? The answer to
all of these questions is "Yes". Reviewing these and related studies, | address the role of
embodied metaphors in mental construal, judgment, and choice and identify some underlying
processes and limiting conditions.

Most of the work is unpublished, but some initial pieces are available at

http://sitemaker.umich.edu/norbert.schwarz/metaphors embodiment
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