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ABSTRACT:  Theories of human behavior suggest that individuals attend to 

the behavior of certain people in their community to understand what is 

socially normative and adjust their own behavior in response. Two large-

scale field experiments test these theories by randomizing anti-conflict 

interventions to schools where we comprehensively measured the students' 

social networks. We use these experiments, which include 57 schools and 

over 24000 students, to examine the social processes that keep social 

norms stable within a community. We show which actors in a network can 

shift norms and examine whether or not a shift in norms is associated with 
a shift in overall community levels of behavior. 

 

 


